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Board Members Present: Pastor Brooks, Chris Wethman, Dede Crosmer, Geoff Heintzelman, Judy Barnes, 
Donna Gesell 
Absent: Joe Milko 
Others: Barb Tippin, Scott Gesell, Joe Wethman, Bev Hudgins 
 
1. Meeting opened at 12:40pm 

 
2. Prayer/Devotion by Chris Wethman on Psalm 121 
 
3. Approval of minutes from June 25, 2023 

No additions/corrections to previous meeting minutes. 
Motion made (Pastor Brooks) and seconded (Dede Crosmer) to approve the minutes. 
Discussion – none 
Minutes approved. 
 

4. Approval of Statistical Report 
Motion made (Donna Gesell) and seconded (Geoff Heintzelman) to approve the statistical report. 
Discussion – Letters were sent to seven individuals/families (see statistical report) on 7/14/23 as per by-laws 
1.4.2.1.2.  Pastor Brooks to reach out to Jordan to confirm Chris Beckman’s transfer. 
Statistical report approved. 
 

5. Information Items 
a. Pastor Brooks 

i. Pastor will elaborate on what he learned at the convention at the “State of the Church” 
between services on 8/13 and 8/20.  Key issues being the district rededicated itself to 
oversight and keeping a Lutheran witness. Pastor will include discussing member 
engagement, the needs of the boards, and the good things happening in the fall (Duke 
Lutherans and an update on the Music Director position (5 interested candidates at this 
time, deadline to apply is 8/15). 

ii. Pastor will be scheduling weekly 30-minute zoom calls on Sundays starting 9/10 for GAB to 
discuss how we (GAB) can be good leaders.  These will continue through Thanksgiving, and 
he will re-evaluate at that time.  

iii. Pastor will be away on 9/17 (continuing education) and away the week of Thanksgiving.  
Pastor Voges will preach on 11/26 & 12/3.  Pastor Brooks will work with him on the theme 
for Advent (Four Marks of the Church).  

b. Staff – Barb Tippin 
Please remember to inform Barb when the boards have meetings or changes dates of meeting for 
the calendar.  Send any announcements to Barb by Tuesday of each week for the E-news. 

c. President – Chris Wethman 
i. MALIM Grant 

A $10,000 grant has been awarded and should be arriving soon.  Discussion on the district’s 
oversight on this grant.  
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ii. Sound System Update – Chris Wethman 
James at Custom, Light and Sound has been contacted and working on a quote for the 
sound system and possibly the lighting. 
Donna Gesell has a committee that is looking at renovations to the altar (carpet, candles, 
and new countertop for altar).  

iii. Special Funds Trustees as per Constitution: 
“Special Fund trustees shall be appointed for the management and use of all Special Funds 
to ensure faithfulness to the goals and associated restriction(s) of the Special Funds.  The 
number of trustees shall be four (4), one of whom shall be appointed from the membership 
of the Grace Advisory Board.  The remaining three (3) are to be members of the Voters’ 
Assembly nominated by the President and approved by the Grace Advisory Board.  They will 
serve for staggered terms of three (3) years.” 
Discussion – previous special funds trustees were Dave Pittman, Dave Schultz and Ken 
Kempel.  A new group will need to be formed with staggered years so not all will rotate off 
at the same time.  The Mitchell Fund Trustees (Geoff Heintzelman, Scott Gesell & Gary 
Stuhlmiller) will continue in this role and not be used for the Special Funds Trustees.  

d. Congregational Representative – Judy Barnes, no report 
e. Discipleship Board – Bev Hudgins is doing a bible study “Story Word” which will be announced in the 

newsletter. Pastor Brooks will be combining the Discipleship Board and the Servant Board for the 
time being for monthly meetings.   

f. Servant Board   
i. The Servant Board will be meeting Wednesday at 7pm to focus on the working PALS groups 

that were formed. 
ii. Wittenberg Room: 

1. Furniture hopefully to be installed 8/16.  
2. Dedication will be between services on 8/27, followed by a second dedication in the 

evening with St. Paul’s, Pastor Amanda and Duke Lutherans and an open house with 
a cookout.  

iii. Recommended for Approval: Wittenberg Room Guidelines 
Motion made (Dede Crosmer) and seconded (Pastor Brooks) to approve the guidelines. 
Discussion – reminder that this room will be available to Duke Lutherans and Grace 
members should not be scheduling standing meetings in this space, although they are free 
to have impromptu gatherings in the room.  
Wittenberg Room Guidelines approved.  
 

6. Treasurer – Financial Review  
Questions – none 
Accepted as presented 
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7. Resource Board 
a. Recommended for Approval:  

i. Policy to Ensure Safety in ministry with Children and Youth (see attached) 
Motion made (Pastor Brooks) and seconded (Judy Barnes) to approve the policy 
Discussion – huge thank you to Kathy Peterson & Sue Heintzelman for their work on this.  
Policy approved. 

ii. Financial Review Plan (see attached) 
Questions – none 
Accepted as presented 

iii. Grace House (see Grace House Issues from July 30, 2023 meeting) 
1. The Resource Board recommends replacing the gutters and adding gutter guards 

when the roof is replaced with money to come from the Go & Make Campaign. 
Motion made (Dede Crosmer) and seconded (Pastor Brooks) to include the gutters 
and gutter guards with the already approved replacement of the roof. 
Discussion – total cost should be approximately $20,675. 
Motion approved. 

2. The Resource Board recommends moving forward with the high priority items listed 
as each would maintain or improve the structural integrity of the house. 
Motion made (Geoff Heintzelman) and seconded (Dede Crosmer) to move forward 
with high priority items. 
Discussion – this does not need to go to the congregation as this will come from the 
Go & Make Campaign.  
Motion approved.  

b. Status of cones out front (from June meeting – Item 6.e.iii.m) 
i. Joe Milko has contacted the City of Durham regarding this, but has not heard back.  

 
8. Wrap Up – none 

 
9. Important Dates 

a. Next GAB – September 10th  
i. Chris is looking at potentially scheduling recurring GAB meetings on the 2nd Sunday of each 

month. 
b. August 27 – Wittenberg Room Dedication 

 
10. Adjourn with Prayer 

Motion made (Judy Barnes) and seconded (Donna Gesell) to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting adjourned 
at 1:50pm with the Lord’s Prayer.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Dede Crosmer, Secretary 
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